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country, but it is not unlikely that they were common enough,
if unrecorded, throughout Europe. In the Balkans pig societies
of some sort go back to a very distant date.

Finally, landholding and cultivation by peasants was tradi-
tionally communal and may have taken a definite co-operative
form.

2.   THE MODERN MOVEMENT

(a) General.

All or almost all the modern forms of agricultural co-opera-
tion may then have had an earlier history. Nevertheless, the
great movement towards agricultural co-operation that started
in the latter half of the nineteenth century, though it had some-
thing in common with earlier efforts, was essentially different
in character. It was in the main a definite attempt, initiated
by men and women of public spirit outside the peasant com-
munities, with in many cases the support of the Church and of
educationalists, to install a sound business system. Thus it was
hoped to free the cultivators from that dominance of the money-
lenders and the dealers which, it will be remembered, had to a
considerable extent superseded the control of the seigneurial lord,
and to strengthen the financial and economic position of the
cultivators of the land. The method employed, an example of
what is called in sociology 'Functional Organization5, has some-
thing in common with medieval practice and may be found to
have, in certain details, a wide application to economic prob-
lems. The organizations initiated therefore form an economic
experiment of great importance.

Agricultural co-operation, so instituted, took and still takes
six main forms: (i) co-operative credit banks; (2) co-operative
dairies, flour mills, bacon factories, and other similar organiza-
tions for transforming the raw product into food and other
saleable products; (3) co-operative purchase of manures, seeds,
tools, and other requirements; (4) co-operative marketing of
produce; (5) co-operative supply of drainage and irrigation, and
in later years electricity; and (6) co-operative insurance. Co-
operative landholding and cultivating societies have also sprung
up: they may be looked upon as a by-product of the movement.